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Michelle Hammer           Chris Dende              James Samelko             Andrew Umphrey 
 Domestic Engineer            Mrs. T’s Pierogies       Mauch Chunk Trust   Truist 

2024 Schuylkill United Way Board of Directors Officers  

President – Mr. John Gleisner  

       1st V.P.—Mr. Mark Mikita   2nd V.P.— Dr. Andrew Smarkanic 

      Treasurer—Mrs. Naomi Ost             Asst. Treasurer—Mr. Dominic Sylvester  

        Secretary – Mrs. Kelly K. Malone 

Mr. Jack Bertolet, Jr.   

Mr. Joe Bessette  

Atty. Jim Bohorad  

Mrs. Deidre Boris  

Ms. Diane Boris 

Mr. Ryan Christiansen  

Mr. Chris Cohoon  

Mr. Chris Dende 

Atty. Ben Forbes  

Mr. John Gleisner 

Mrs. Michelle Hammer 

Mr. Patrick Kane  

Ms. Karen Kenderdine  

Mrs. Eileen Kuperavage  

Mr. Charles Ladd IV  

 

Ms. Wendy Lazo  

Mr. John Matz  

Ms. Michele Mickonis  

Mr. Mark Mikita  

Mrs. Naomi Ost 

Ms. Alyssa Panzarella 

Ms. Kelly Rakus 

Mr. Ed Redding  

Mr. James Samelko, Jr. 

Dr. Andrew Smarkanic  

Mr. Dominic Sylvester 

Mr. Andrew Umphrey 

Mr. Clint Warner  

Ms. Heather Wehry  

Mr. Jeff Wessner 

Welcome to our New Board Members! 

 

Thank you to our new and current Board Members! We value your dedication to the Schuylkill United Way!  









Another great way to participate in our Day of Caring is by  

organizing a letter writing campaign for Operation Gratitude!  

Last year we submitted over 2,300 letters collected by our  

local schools, libraries, nursing homes, and youth groups. 

SUW Staff and volunteers will collect the letters from your  

location. For more details, contact Becky Woods at (570) 622-

6421 or mktgdir@schuylkillunitedway.org. 



Online registration is available! 



* Contact Mike Joyce at (570) 622-6421 or 

mjoyce@schuylkillunitedway.org for all 

sponsorship opportunities !!! 

NEW  

Kick Out Challenge  

at half-time! 



 

The High School Football Challenge is a family-friendly, free event that showcases all 14 Schuylkill County 

teams as they compete in various strength, agility, speed, and skill  events. In addition to the competitions, 

attendees can visit with all of our Partner Agencies, sponsors, and of course the food trucks will be there 

ready to serve. The dunk tank is also returning! We’ll have a 50/50 raffle, t-shirts for sale for $10 and hats 

for $20. All donations and money raised will go  to support SUW’s student initiatives including the 

Nurse’s Pantry, Stuff the Bus, and more.  

Meet our new Director of Community Engagement—Mr. Mike Joyce! 

No stranger to Schuylkill United Way, Mike joins the staff as Director 

of  Community Engagement and will spearhead community &  

business development initiatives. In addition, he will take the lead on 

creating the vision and execution of the annual campaign. Joyce said 

he is most excited about, “the opportunity to join an organization that 

makes such a huge, positive impact on Schuylkill County.  Staying here 

was very important to me, and I’m thrilled to be working at SUW!”  

SUW Board President, Mr. John Gleisner stated, “Mike’s relationship 

with the SUW, his contacts within the community, his business  

acumen, and his commitment to Schuylkill County all help to make 

Mike the perfect fit for this role. ” 

Mike is from West Chester, PA, and a graduate of Shippensburg  

University. He began his career in the newspaper industry in suburban 

Philadelphia, before coming to Schuylkill County in 1998 to become 

Advertising Director at the Republican Herald.  In 2019 he became Publisher of the newspaper, where he 

remained until it was sold in September, 2023. Mike joined the SUW Board of Directors in 2019 and later 

served as the 2023 Campaign Chair. Mike can be reached at mjoyce@schuylkillunitedway.org.  

Above: The North Schuylkill Spartans were the overall champions in the 2023 Challenge.  



Introducing a new initiative - Schuylkill County HIVE. It's NOT another acronym!  

Webster's says a HIVE is, "a place swarming with activity." That is our community. 

This is a long-term initiative that will grow to meet the expressed needs of our local  

human-service organizations. We hope you will join us on June 3! 









American Red Cross, Tri-County Chapter                           Schuylkill County Society for Pediatric Orthopedic                

Chief Professional Officer: Peter Brown                                                    Chief Professional Officer: Sharon Kimmel 

Phone: (610) 375-4383                                                                                                                  Phone: (570) 622-7170                                          

Avenues                                                                                                                                  Schuylkill Wellness Services 

Chief Professional Officer: Peter Keitsock                                                    Chief Professional Officer: Carolyn Bazik 

Phone: (570) 622-7920                                                                                                                  Phone: (570) 622-3980                                                  

Big Impact Group of Schuylkill County                         Schuylkill HOPE Center for Victims of Domestic Violence                                                                                   

Chief Professional Officer: Doug Allen                                              Chief Professional Officer: Rick Wojciechowsky                                     

Phone: (570)622-0174                                                                                                                   Phone: (570) 622-3991                                              

Boy Scouts of America/Hawk Mtn. Council                                                                                          Schuylkill YMCA                                       

Chief Professional Officer: Davis Fox                                                      Chief Professional Officer: Amanda Karenda          

Phone: (610) 926-3406                                                                                                                  Phone: (570) 622-7850                                                

Child Development, Inc.                                                                                    Tamaqua Area Adult Day Care Center                                            

Chief Professional Officer: Mary Ann Devlin                                              Chief Professional Officer: Colleen Killian    

Phone: (570) 544-8959                                                                                                                  Phone: (570) 668-6556                                                         

Northeast PA Manufacturers & Employers                                                            Tamaqua Area Meals on Wheels                                                                                          

Council, YES Northeast Certificate Program                                     Chief Professional Officer: Samantha Gibbons 

Chief Professional Officer: Courtney Fasnacht                                                                          Phone: (570) 449-8271                                                                      

Phone: (570) 622-0940 

Nurse-Family Partnership                                                                                           

Chief Professional Officer: Cathy Miorelli              

Phone: (484) 772-2360                                                                                                                   

The Salvation Army/Pottsville Corp                                                                         

Chief Professional Officer: Lts. Derek & Betty Ellen Barrett             

Phone: (570) 622-5252                                                                                                                   

SARCC of Lebanon & Schuylkill Counties 

Chief Professional Officer: Ali Perrotto  

Phone: (570) 628-2965                                       

 

Partner Agency 

Directory 

 



                Visit us at the  
Yuengling Light Lager Jogger on  
Saturday, April 20th to enter a  
   raffle for a chance to win two 
free tickets for our golf  
              tournament!! 
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